Your comprehensive uni packing
checklist: what to bring to university
Split the rooms!

With so much going on in the lead-up to your residential move,
remembering who to keep posted about your new address can easily get
buried by more urgent tasks. This isn’t to say that informing your loved
ones, boss and utility companies of your move isn’t important, in fact, the
opposite. Forgetting a crucial place may result in the loss of time, money
and — in the worst-case scenario — friends.

If you want to avoid this, a great place to start is by breaking down the
various people and organisations you need to inform into general
categories, which are as follows:

Bedroom
Kitchen
Bathroom
Clothes
Electronics
Documents

As you work through the list, you can refer back to these categories
and tick them off once you’re sure you have completed them.
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Bedroom

Duvet cover. Don't just settle for a duvet cover suited to
one season; remember, you're embarking on a year-round
journey, not one semester.

Pillow and cases. Make sure to have a super comfy pillow
and multiple cases — sleep is super important, even in uni!

Bed sheets. Check the size of the bed first; you don’t want
to bring the wrong size bedding. Ensure you have a supply
of them, as university life can be tough on linens. Having
extra sets on hand is a smart move.

Mattress protector. Definitely a wise choice as it's easy to
spill something on your bed when you’re munching and
drinking in your room in front of Netflix.

Coat hangers. Asses your room, might not be a necessity
if you can hang it on the door. Also, depends on how many
coats you have too!

Laundry basket. Now this is a necessity, you don’t want to
be carrying around a ball of dirty or clean washing. It’s
much easier to carry in a basket.

Small mirror. If there isn’t a mirror already in your room,
then you’ll need this. You'll be going out a lot, so you want
to make sure you're looking on point.

Desk fan. Excellent addition to any uni bedroom, when it
gets warm and you're in your room studying you’ll thank
this blog.
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Kitchen

Photos of friends and family. This will give your room a
homely feel which is important in your first few weeks. The
last thing you want is to feel homesick.

Vacuum. Make sure to keep your room clean and tidy. It's
guaranteed you’ll be making a mess, so a vacuum is a
definite need.

Recipe book. Your parents won’'t make all your meals now
and without some go-to recipes, you'll be living off
microwave meals for 3 years.

Crockery and cutlery. A necessity, no explanation
needed. It would be terrible without plates, mugs and
cutlery!

Tupperware. A great money-saving hack is to make food
at home and bring it out with you. If you pre-make food and
bring it in Tupperware, you'll save yourself a bunch of
money.

Bottle opener. This will get an awful lot of use, much
better than using your teeth.

Chopping board. Don’t be damaging the worktops, you'll
end up with a fine. Just get a chopping board.

Kitchen equipment, pots pans, tongs, spatulas, ladles
the lot. Make sure to have all the necessary equipment to
cook and serve those beautiful meals you're making thanks
to the recipe book you brought with you.
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Bathroom

Oven gloves. Way better than using a tea towel.

Tea towels. You'll need this for cleaning up mess and
there could be a lot!

Cling film and tin foil. A great investment, you'll be able to
preserve all your food with this which will be great for your
food budget.

Bath and hand towel. You definitely don’t want to be
borrowing towels, especially in your first few weeks. Make
sure to bring one.

Toothbrush and toothpaste. If you want to get lucky then
this will be needed, or if you just want to stay hygienic. A
fresh breath and a confident grin are always in style!

Shampoo and shower gel. There’s nothing more
annoying than when you get into the shower to find no
shower gel or shampoo. Make sure to bring some!

Dressing gown. Great for when you can’t be bothered to
get dressed or want an extra layer of warmth. You won'’t
regret bringing one.

Toilet roll. It's even worse than finding no shampoo or
shower gel...

Hairbrush, comb, straighteners, curlers. Not too
important for short-haired babes, but an absolute necessity
for the long-haired girlies out there.
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Clothes

Razors and shaving cream. Trust us, it's always
important to keep yourself looking your best.

Contraceptives and STI testing kit. Stay safe kids!

Coats. Pick a variety of coats, some thick and some thin.
You don’t want to be freezing in winter or boiling in
summer.

Loungewear. Pick some more comfortable clothing that
you can lounge around in. Informal clothing such as trackie
bottoms, hoodies, t—shirts. You’ll want to feel comfortable
when you're staying in.

Going out stuff. Don’t forget your going out stuff, you’ll be
wanting to look your best and you need to bring your best
clothing to do that!

Formal clothing. Another item not to be overlooked on the
uni packing checklist. If you end up going to any formal
events or a job interview, you’ll want to make sure you look
professional.

Underwear and socks. Don’t forget these and bring plenty
of them. You'll be surprised how fast the sock goblins can
get to you!

Sportswear. If you’re going to the gym or joining sports

clubs, you'll want to have the right kit for it.
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Electronics

Mobile phone. Very important these days to anything. You
won’t even be able to find your way without Google Maps
on your phone, so don’t forget it as you’ll be turning back.

Laptop. It’s not like school, you don’t have computers to
use for your work. You’ll need to bring this for studying and
writing all your assignments. Otherwise, you’ll be trekking
back and forth to the library every other day.

Headphones. When you need to focus and get in the zone
these are a necessity. You'll also probably be doing a few
trips on a train and it’s always nice to listen to music on the
train.

Chargers. Don'’t forget your charger otherwise you'll have
to buy one when you arrive, and they are not cheap. Here’s
another secret: portable chargers are lifesavers for when
you’re out and about, so consider adding one to your uni
packing checklist.

Documents

Valid ID. We wouldn’t recommend taking your passport as
you might lose it. If you have a provisional or full driving
license this would be best. You'll need it for nights out and
signing up for things.

University admission acceptance letter. You might have
to show this when showing up to uni on the first day. Take
it to the registration building and you'll be able to swipe
your shiny new student ID.
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Course acceptance letter. You might also have to show
this when turning up to uni for the first day.

Student finance documents. Good to have in case you
have an issue with your loan as you can go into the bank
with these.

Bank cards. You'll need this if you want to buy anything at
all so definitely need to bring them.

Student discount cards. Great to have these to save your
pennies when on a tight budget.
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